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LINCOLN'S   1  i'.:SV  SPEECH 

AFi'Elt  HIS  NOMINATION 

(To  ill.'  Committee,  Sp'/mgdiekl,  111., 
May   ID,    ifcfiu.) 

"Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the 
ConiniltLec:  i  tandm-  to  yea,  and  throng u 
you,  to  Li;-.:  Kepubih'aii  National  Conven- 
tion, and  aii  the  people  repres  ncol  in 
it,  1 1 1 y  iJiOxOuncidst  tha::ks  xj:  Ui.  iue;ri 
honor  done  me,  which  jc::  now  lorim-hy 
'announee.  Leopry  and  even  painfully 
sensible  oi'  L-i-.e  ,.-v,a.  *■:.>::■, -c-nsibilliy 
which  I  ecu  id  wish  had  Liillen  upon  seme 
one  of  the  far  moie  eniiaf.it  me::i  aim  <_•-..- 
prnderieed  ^..aixsinan  wh;sj  distinguished 
names  "';::  e  Dci'oj.-e  thi  Convention,  1 
shail,  by  ioivr  leave,  consider  more  fully 
the  resolutions  -u  the  Convention  denom- 
inated the  platform,  and,  without  ne.es- 
sary  and  unwusi  nab'e  delay,  respond  to 
yon,  Ml.  Chairman,  in  v/i'itln  v,  not 
doubting  that  che  platform  will  be  fojn  I 
satisfactory  and  ihe  nomination  grate- 
fully accepted.  Arid  now  l  will  not  longer 
defer  the  pleasure  of  taking  you,  and 
eneh  of  yi'U,  oy  the  hand. ' 


Mr.  Lincoln's  Little  Speech,  /'s^^ 
Mr.  Lincoln  was  quite  apt  to  prepare  him- 
self in  advance  for  these  little  events,  and 
when  be  did  he  generally  followed  his  manu- 
script carefully.  Mr.  Hitt  was  present  when 
the  representatives  of  the  national  conven- 
tion, headed  by  George  Ashmun,  called  on 
Mr.  Lincoln  to  inform  him  of  his  nomination. 
Mr.  Lincoln  did  not  quite  like  to  see  a  man 
reporting  him,  especially  when  he  was  only 
making  a  speech  <jf  a  few  minutes,  and  when, 
after  a  little  general  talk,  Mr.  Ashmun 
stepped  forward  and  began  to  address  Mr. 
Lincoln,  Mr.  Hitt  got  behind  one  of  the  spec- 
tators, and  proceeded  to  take  Mr.  Lincoln's 
response  verbatim.  After  the  affair  was  over 
Mr.  Lincoln  coma  up  to  Mr.  Hitt  and  asked: 
"Did  you  hear  all  that  I  said."  "Every 
word,"  was  the  response.  "Well,"  said  Mr. 
Lincoln,  "I  was  afraid  you  would  not  be  able 
to  hear,  so  I  wrote  what  I  was  going  to  say 
beforehand,"  and  he  handed  Mr.  Hitt  the 
speech  in  writing.  Mr.  Hitt  and  Henry  J. 
Raymond  compared  the  written  speech  and 
the  stenograpic  report,  and  there  was  not  the 
variation  of  ft  word.— "F.  P.  P."  in  Chicago 
Times. 


